
AdvisoryCouncil OnHistoricPreservation
T h e O l d P o s t O f f i c e Building West d Avenu1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, #809 v J _ , , _ , ' , __„„,Washington, DC 20004 Lakewood, C o l o r a d o 80226

December 8, 2000
Mr. Paul Peronard
Environmental Protection Agency
Region 8
999 18 th Street
S u i t e 500, 8EPR-ER
Denver, CO 80202
RE: Grace Screening Plant Removal Action, Libby, Montana
Dear Mr. Peronard:
On August 15,2000, EPA n o t i f i e d the Council that the referenced undertaking would a f f e c t
archaeological site 2 5 L N 1 0 4 5 . I n c l u d e d with that n o t i f i c a t i o n was a propo s ed treatment p lan to
address the e f f e c t , and EPA's commitment to consult with the Montana Stat e His t o r i c
Preservation O f f i c e r (SHPO) and the Sal i sh-Koot ena i Tribal H i s t o r i c Preservation Council
regarding this matter. We have since been informed by the Montana S H P O that EPA proceeded
with partial archaeological data recovery and the removal action without c ompl e t ing the
requirements of 36 CFR Part 800, the regulations implementing Sect ion 106 of the National
H i s t o r i c Preservation Act. S p e c i f i c a l l y , the S H P O sugge s t s that EPA f a i l e d to consult with it and
the S a l i s h - K o o t e n a i Tribe s to d eve l op an agreement that s p e c i f i e d the measures to be taken to
mit igate the adverse e f f e c t s of the undertaking consistent with S e c t i o n 800.6, or terminate
consultation consistent with Section 800.7. The S H P O has requested that the Council
investigate the matter pursuant to Sec t i on 800.9 as a po s s i b l e f orec lo sure of the C o u n c i l ' s
oppor tuni ty to comment.
Pleas e provide us with an explanation regarding EPA's actions in this matter. S p e c i f i c a l l y , we
request c lar i f i ca t i on regarding why EPA proceeded with the removal action prior to c ompl e t ing
consultation with the S H P O and tribes and deve lop ing an agreement for taking into account the
e f f e c t s of the action on site 24LN1045. A l s o , p l ea s e inform us of any ad ju s tment s EPA intends
to take in the review of such actions to ensure that the Sect ion 106 process is f u l l y integrated into
E P A ' s decision making.



If you have any questions regarding this matter, p l ea s e contact Alan Stanflll at (303) 969-5110,
or as tanf i l l@achp.gov.

.erely,

Don L. Klima
Director
O f f i c e of Planning and Review


